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The learning journey of the
 

 URBACT Action Planning Network
between July-September 2024

“BiodiverCity”



Be inspired with us!



Meet Sinead Mc Donnell,
one of Ireland's Local Authority Biodiversity Officers!

© VKSZ Zrt., Veszprém 

Biodiversity loss is the single planetary boundary where current
extinction rates put the Earth system furthest outside the safe
operating space. According to the World Bank, over half of the global
GDP is directly dependent on nature. As a new policy, Biodiversity
Officers are employed by local authorities in some countries. In
Ireland for instance, in collaboration with the Heritage Council and
supported by the Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage, Local Authority Biodiversity Officers started the work at the
beginning of 2024. They work at the city and county levels, collecting
data on biodiversity, carrying out conservation projects, developing
policies, providing advice and information and raising awareness. The
BiodiverCity partnership met Ireland’s one of the newly appointed
Biodiversity Officers in Limerick, Ms Sinead Mc Donnell.

Get to know how Biodiversity Officers work in Ireland,
read the full case study!

© Limerick City and County Council 

https://blogs.worldbank.org/voices/business-case-nature#:~:text=According%20to%20the%20World%20Economic,have%20created%20new%20biodiversity%20funds
https://urbact.eu/sites/default/files/2024-08/BiodiverCity_case_study_6_biodiversity_officer%20%281%29.pdf


Get to know how beehive
therapy works, and what

the pros and cons of using
it in the city are: read the

full article!

A few of BiodiverCity partners met
in Poljčane, Slovenia on 25-26
September 2024, to get to know
more about this great approach
highly relevant for example in
Siena or Veszprém since they have
been experimenting with urban
beekeeping already.

Hundreds of European cities are experimenting
with biodiverse grassland management and/or
pollinator-friendly initiatives. Engaging residents
is an - evergreen – challenge in these  sensitive,
often culturally-driven questions. For them,
operating a beehive therapy house in  a controlled
way can be an interesting and rather attractive
engagement tool, getting  people closer to nature.

Have you ever tried beehive therapy?

© Ferenc Albert Szigeti
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https://urbact.eu/articles/biodivercity-beehive-therapy


When we talk about nature-based solutions in cities, we often tend to
mention “new places” such as green rooftops, green walls, rain gardens
and ponds. But “restoring” natural or modified habitats is also a nature-
based solution. Public parks are the window to nature for many people,
and due to climate change, it is time to view urban parks differently as
well since their management has to adapt to the changes. In addition,
building on the significant awareness-raising and innovation potential
of cities, public parks are great places to nurture citizens and
communities to understand, valorise and measure biodiversity and
related ecosystem services and foster pro-environmental behaviours.

How Public Park 2.0 should look like?
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A case study about
Biodiverse Urban Green Space Management

Does your city have a tree and park cadastre highlighting ecosystem
services of trees? Do you have Miyawaki forest in public areas? Do
you know what is the difference between a bee pasture and an
(urban) wildflower meadow? Do you use pesticides in public green
areas? Do you have community composting in public green areas?
Does your city use organic waste locally? Have you heard about
hedgehog hotels? Do you have orchards in parks? And what about
shrubs? Are branches collected to form a natural hedge?Read the full case study, highlighting

so many interesting practices from
Budapest and beyond!
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https://urbact.eu/sites/default/files/2024-08/BiodiverCity_case_study_9_biodiverse_maintenance.pdf


The mini hills, created by machines, are connected by beams
and other chunks of the enormous, dried-out trees once
standing here. The beams and tree chunks are excellent tools
for balancing. The dead trunks provide space for spectacular
sculptures. Unused parts of the field host wildflower meadows.
It is not a formal playground, but a great place to get some of
our connection to nature back, the connection which has been
dramatically lost over the last centuries. Limerick’s initiative is
a great experiment and very much welcomed by visiting
partner cities.

Within the 3rd Core Network Meeting, the BiodiverCity
partnership tested Limerick’s first Natural Play Area, which
opened in 2022 at the Castletroy Urban Greenway. The easy-
to-adapt tool inspired all network partners. Limerick City and
County Council created the Natural Play Area for an urban
greenway incorporating nature-based solutions (e.g. rain
gardens, wildflower meadows) and recycled felled trees.

© Ferenc Albert Szigeti

Get to know Ireland’s first Natural Play Area!

Read the full
case study!

https://maps.app.goo.gl/BGL6fHMuuVF3yL9D7
https://urbact.eu/sites/default/files/2024-09/BiodiverCity_case_study_7_natural_play.pdf


Urban permaculture:
helping residents reconnect to nature!

During the first Peer Review Meeting on 25-26
September 2024 in Poljčane, a few of BiodiverCity
partners met professor Ana Vovk, founder and
owner of the Dole Self-Reliance Training Ground, a
permaculture garden with educational facilities in
Poljčane to learn about urban permaculture. 

According to its three pillars, permaculture highlights the importance of soil
diversity, puts humans’ well-being in the centre and boosts community action.

There is a misconception that permaculture is only for people who live in the
countryside. Contrary, some of the most effective and innovative permaculture

gardens can be found in cities! Urban permaculture is thus a valid expression, and
the same permaculture principles apply in urban environments too, even in the

smallest plots and backyard gardens. Since permaculture is a design philosophy,
urban permaculture is also very much linked to sustainable urban development

and climate resilience. 

However, some of the features of permaculture are more important in cities than
in rural areas, since in urban areas perhaps not food production is the priority.

However, community resilience and collaboration can be more in the spotlight in
the dense urban fabric, because permaculture is about growing thriving

communities who work together for the benefit of the planet and each other.
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http://www.ipvo.si/ucni-poligon


Urban permaculture:
helping residents reconnect to nature!

Read the full case study to learn about urban permaculture which seemed inspirational even for Guimarães,
which became the European Green Capital 2026!

© Ferenc Albert Szigeti © Ferenc Albert Szigeti

https://urbact.eu/sites/default/files/2024-10/BiodiverCity_case_study_9_urban_permaculture.pdf


Integrated Action Plans (IAP) are the main tools in partner cities’
hands to make their cities more liveable. The IAP is not a report
about the URBACT experience, but a community-sourced answer
to a specific urban challenge. Partners are working on their IAPs,
by the end of the year they must set a clear vision with specific
objectives, intervention areas and actions to solve those
challenges. The basic structure of the IAPs will be presented in
Guimarães in late October, while during a series of bilateral
sessions in September 2024, local activities, including the also
planned Testing Actions were discussed.

Network activities:
bilateral meetings linked to local progress

Visualisation of the main structure of Den Bosch’s IAP



Network activities:
bilateral meetings linked to local progress

Testing Action Canvas from Siena

© Canva


